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Revised concepts and updated points in the management of
local complications in Japanese guidelines for
the management of acute pancreatitis 2015

Shuji IsAJT*

Key words: Walled—off necrosis, Infected pancreatic necrosis, Step—up approach, Percutaneous drainage,
Endoscopic drainage

Therapeutic intervention and surgery of acute pancreatitis in the 2010 guidelines have been dramati-
cally revised into intervention for local complications in the 2015 guidelines, by incorporating the revised
Atlanta classification and the confirmed evidence of step—up approach for necrotizing pancreatitis. The
definition of local complications after acute pancreatitis and their approach have been extensively
changed not only because the term “pancreatic abscess” had been discarded and instead a new concept
of “walled—off necrosis” (WON) has been adopted, but also because the concept of step—up approach to lo-
cal complications has been adopted in the 2015 Guidelines. Percutaneous drainage or endoscopic translu-
minal drainage should be first given regardless of the type of local complications when clinical symptoms
and blood test findings deteriorate. If possible, therapeutic intervention should be performed after 4
weeks of onset, when the necrosis has been sufficiently walled off, that is, until the time of development
of WON.

* Department of Hepatobiliary Pancreatic and Transplant Surgery, Mie University Graduate School of
Medicine (Mie)



