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Treatment of acute pancreatitis in Japan

—PFuture directions based on a nationwide epidemiological survey—

Shin HAMADA, and Atsushi MASAMUNE*

Key words: Pancreatitis bundles, Enteral nutrition, Prophylactic antibiotics, Step—up approach

The Japanese guidelines for the management of acute pancreatitis 2021 have been revised based on
the results of a nationwide epidemiological survey conducted in 2016 in Japan. The prognosis of patients

with acute pancreatitis has improved by optimization of clinical practice. However, lethal cases still de-

velop, which demonstrates the necessity for recognition of high—risk groups and therapeutic principles.
The new guidelines include revised Pancreatitis bundles 2021, which emphasize early enteral nutrition
and not administering prophylactic antibiotics to patients with mild acute pancreatitis. The effects of
modified statements regarding fluid resuscitation, recommended therapeutic drugs and a treatment
strategy for late complications need to be clarified by a future nationwide epidemiological survey.
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