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The roles of surgical therapy for chronic pancreatitis in the revised
2015 Japanese guidelines for the management of acute pancreatitis

Yoshifumi TAKEYAMA*
Key words: Chronic pancreatitis, Guideline, Surgical therapy, Pancreatic function

The recommendations concerning surgical therapy in Japanese guidelines revised in 2015 have been
summarized as follows. Surgical therapy is recommended to be selected for the cases with intractable
pain in which endoscopic therapy is neither effective nor possible. Concerning the selection of surgical
procedures, in the cases with the dilated main pancreatic duct the pancreatic duct drainage operation
such as side—to—side pancreaticojejunostomy should be selected, and pancreatectomy can be selected in
the cases without pancreatic duct dilatation. In the cases with both the main pancreatic duct dilatation
and the calcification in the pancreas head, Frey procedure rather than Beger procedure is recommended
to be selected in Japan because the perioperative morbidity is less frequent in the Frey procedure, and
because Beger procedure is not popular in Japan. In the clinical stage without pancreatic insufficiency
(the compensated stage), the operation with pancreatic duct drainage may be beneficial for the mainte-
nance of pancreatic function.

* Department of Surgery, Kinki University Faculty of Medicine (Osaka)



