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The natural history of Crohn’s disease (CD) dictates that patients re-
quire long-term medical therapy for induction and maintenance to
relieve their symptoms, improve health-related quality of life, pre-
vent tissue damage, lessen the risk for neoplasia, and reduce hospi-
talization and surgery. For the past quarter of a century, medical
management of CD has evolved from corticosteroids for induction
and immunomodulators for maintenance to antitumor necrosis fac-
tor, anti-integrin, and anti-interleukin biological agents and, in the
near future, small molecule agents, for both induction and mainte-
nance. Despite advances in medical therapy, the majority of patients
with CD would eventually require surgery with incision and drainage
of abscesses and fistulas, bowel resection and anastomosis, strictur-
eplasty, or fecal diversion. Surgery will reset the clock for the disease
course of CD and most patients require post-operative medical ther-
apy to prevent disease recurrence. Colonoscopy plays a key role in
disease monitoring and assessment of treatment response before
and after surgery. Endoscopy also plays an important role in the
treatment of CD- or its surgery-associated structural complications,
such as primary or anastomotic strictures, abscesses, and fistulas.

In this Special Issue, we were able to assemble a panel of
experts in medical, endoscopic, and surgical inflammatory bowel
disease and to deliver seven articles based on current literature
and authors’ experience and expertise [1-7]. The scope of this
Special Issue covers medical (including the special setting of preg-
nancy), endoscopic, and surgical management of CD. We hope
that the contents of the articles help to guide pre- and post-
operative management strategies for practicing gastroenterolo-
gists, inflammatory bowel disease specialists, colorectal surgeons,
students, trainees, and advanced care providers.

Acknowledgements

B.S. is supported by the Edelman and Jarislowky Endowed
Professorship. The author appreciated generous support

Submitted: 2 March 2023; Accepted: 27 March 2023

from Mr. and Mrs. Story, Mr. and Mrs Donaghy, Mr. and Mrs
Quint, and Mr. and Mrs. Kerr.

Conflict of Interest

None declared.

References

1.Lan N, Wu X, Shen B. Stem cell therapy: light in the tunnel for
penetrating Crohn’s disease. Gastroenterol Rep 2023;11. https:/
doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac085.

2.Venner JM, Bemnstein CN. Immunomodulators: still having a role?
Gastroenterol Rep (Oxf) 2022;10:goac061. https://doi.org/10.1093/gas
tro/goac061.

3.Shen B. Interventional inflammatory bowel disease: endo-
scopic therapy of complications of Crohn’s disease.
Gastroenterol Rep (Oxf) 2022;10:goac045. https://doi.org/10.1093/
gastro/goac045.

4.Lee KE, Cantrell S, Shen B et al. Post-operative prevention
and monitoring of Crohn’s disease recurrence. Gastroenterol
Rep (Oxf) 2022;10:g0ac070. https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/
goac070.

S.Dunleavy KA, Pardi DS. Biologics: how far can they go in
Crohn’s disease? Gastroenterol Rep (0xf) 2022;10:goac049.
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac049.

6.Chowdhury R, Kane SV. Pregnancy and Crohn’s disease:
concerns and assurance of medical therapy. Gastroenterol
Rep (Oxf) 2022;10:goac055. https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/
goac055.

7.Ahmed Ali U, Kiran RP. Surgery for Crohn'’s disease: upfront or
last resort? Gastroenterol Rep (Oxf) 2022;10:goac063. https://doi.
org/10.1093/gastro/goac063.

© The Author(s) 2023. Published by Oxford University Press and Sixth Affiliated Hospital of Sun Yat-sen University
This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/),
which permits unrestricted reuse, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.


https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac085
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac085
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac061
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac061
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac045
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac045
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac070
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac070
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac049
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac055
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac055
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac063
https://doi.org/10.1093/gastro/goac063
https://academic.oup.com/
https://academic.oup.com/

